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Abstract

Gender equality means equal and dissimilar treatment for all, regardless
of gender. The United Nations Development Program Director has
clearly stated that achieving sustainable development goals is
impossible without addressing gender equality, making the foresight of
gender equality status in the future essential. The purpose of this
research is to explain the role and position of the Key Driver for gender
equality in the future of Iran's sports within the framework of the United
Nations’ sustainable development goals by 2036. This research is
applied in terms of its aim, qualitative in nature, and uses environmental
scanning and survey methods in the path of foresight research. The
statistical population of the study comprised of sports management
faculty members with the rank of associate professor and above,
selected through a combination of sampling methods. Statistical
methods used include descriptive statistics and structural equation
modeling (PLS). The results indicated that the research model is
validated by experts with a GOF value of 0.570. Furthermore, the
results of structural equation modeling showed that gender equality is a
transformative key driver influencing the future of sport for all,
educational sports, championship sports, and professional sports,
respectively. Thus, considering gender equality within the framework
of strategic foresight and in alignment with the socio-cultural context
can help in building a desirable future by balancing the three
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dimensions of sustainable development: economic, social, and
environmental. Therefore, it plays a significant role in implementing
the United Nations’ 2030 agenda to achieve a better and more
sustainable future.

Introduction

Sport as a Valuable Resource for Advancing the Goals Set in the United
Nations 2030 Agenda Sport has been introduced as a valuable resource
for advancing the goals established in the United Nations 2030 Agenda.
This is because sport, more than any other tool, can expose
discrimination and inequalities and reveal truths. On the other hand,
examining the role of drivers such as gender equality in the foresight
phase of strategic sports planning in Iran is of great importance. This is
because these drivers are a set of forces shaping the future that can be
termed “game-changers,” capable of transforming the future and
contributing to the achievement of sustainable development goals.
Despite the importance of gender equality in social, economic, and
environmentally sustainable development and its profound impact on
various dimensions of sport, no systematic research has yet been
conducted to investigate the role of this key driver in sustainable
development, which is recognized by sports management experts.
Therefore, the main objective of the present research is to clarify the
role and position of the key driver of gender equality within the
framework of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals by
the year 2036. A review of the research background indicates that
gender equality is a major governance issue because it is connected to
the synergy among developers, legislation, and government
bureaucracy. Additionally, studies show that despite decades of parallel
efforts, progress in gender equality remains slow and unequal, with girls
and women being sidelined in sports. However, some research points
to significant progress in gender equality in countries such as Iran.

Methods and Material

This research is applied in terms of its aim, qualitative in nature, and
uses environmental scanning and survey methods in the path of
foresight research. The statistical population of the study comprised of
sports management faculty members with the rank of associate
professor and above, selected through a combination of sampling
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methods. Statistical methods used include descriptive statistics and
structural equation modeling (PLS).

Results and Discussion

Results showed that gender equality is a key driver that ranks second
among the demographic drivers influencing the future of sports in Iran
and sustainable development. Based on the results obtained from
structural equation modeling (PLS), gender equality has the following
impacts on the future of sports: Sports for all with a path coefficient of
0.946, Educational Sports with a path coefficient of 0.909, Competitive
Sports with a path coefficient of 0.900, Professional Sports with a path
coefficient of 0.859. (Figure 1). Moreover, the analysis showed that
focusing on gender equality plays an effective role in achieving the
third, fourth, seventh, eighth, fifteenth, and sixteenth goals of the United
Nations 2030 Agenda.

Figure 1. Structural model of research with path coefficients
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Conclusion

Although traditional approaches to planning women’s sports lack
flexibility in dealing with environmental uncertainties and fail to
adequately respond in dynamic and complex environments of sports
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organizations, the use of strategic foresight models can transform the
future sustainable development.Thus, it can be said that paying
attention to gender equality within the framework of strategic foresight
in sports can help create a desirable future by balancing the three
dimensions of economic, social, and environmental sustainable
development. Therefore, it plays a significant role in implementing the
United Nations’ 2030 agenda to achieve a better and more sustainable
future.

Keywords: Gender Equality, Strategic Foresight, Sustainable
Development, United Nations, Women’s Sports.
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